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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LiatinQ off Claims: 

1 . fcurrentlv amended) A computer-based system for a client to tran s m i t 

acommunicate orodit i nqu i ry pertaining to a olient cu s tom e r to a cnodit bur e au 
and reoQ i vo a rocpons e to th e i nqu i ry from w ith the-a credit bureau, the system 
comprising: 

(a) a client terminal having a web browser for; 

entering and displaying in HTML format at he credit inquiry 
periaininq to a client customer and receiving a response to the credit 
inquiry from the credit bureau and th e cr e d i t bumau r e spons e, or 

entering and displaying in HTML format a credit report about the 
client customer: in HTML format , the client terminal being operated by the 
client; 

(b) a central processing unit (CPU) functioning as a web server, the CPU 
having and executing a common gateway interface (CGI) application 
program for directing the operations of the CPU and controlling the 
formatting and transmitting of the credit inquiry and credit bureau 
response between the client terminal and the credit bureau; 

(c) a first communications link for connecting the client terminal to the CPU, 
thereby facilitating the transfer of the credit Inquiry or the credit report f rom 
the client terminal to the CPU, and the transfer of the credit bureau 
response from the CPU to the client temiinal, the first communications link 
comprising the Internet; and 

(d) a second communications link for connecting the CPU to the credit 
bureau, thereby facilitating the transfer of the credit inquiry from the CPU 
to the credit bureau, and the transfer of the credit bureau response from 
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the credit bureau to the CPU, the second communications link comprising 

a dedicated line; 

whereby the fomiat of the credit bureau response is converted and displayed to 
the client in HTML fomnat, providing credit infonnation to the client in a 
format that is more easily read and understood than the fomiat provided 
by the credit bureau^ 

whereby the client Is able to send credit Infomiation about a client customer 

electronically to the service provider, the sen/ice provider then forwarding 
the credit information to the credit bureau, providing the ability for the 
client to generate the credit report on-line for submission to the credit 
bureau: and 

whereby the client is able to enter the credit report in the web browser of the 
client terminal in HTML format, rather than using the fomiat reouired bv 
the credit bureau, pnjviding easier and better understood entry of the 
credit infomiation. 

2. (originah The system of claim 1 , wherein the client temriinal includes: 

(a) means for entering the credit inquiry in HTML fomiat; 

(b) means for encrypting the credit inquiry; 

(c) means for transmitting the encrypted credit inquiry to the CPU over the 
Internet; 

(d) means for receiving the credit bureau response from the CPU over the 
Internet, the credit bureau response having been transmitted to the CPU 
from the credit bureau and converted to HTML format and encrypted by 
the CPU before being transmitted to the client terminal; 

(e) means for decrypting the received credit bureau response; and 

(f) means for displaying the decrypted credit bureau response to the client in 
HTML format 
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3. (oriqinal) T he system of claim 2, wherein the means for entering the credit inquiry 
indudes displaying electronic credit inquiry forms in HTML format in the web 
browser of the client terminaL the forms being provided by the CPU. 

4. (oriQinallT he system of claim 2, wherein the means for encrypting and the 
means for decrypting are provided by the web browser, the web browser 
supporting 128-bit secure sockets layer (SSL) encryption capability. 

5. rorkalnah T he system of claim 1 . wherein the CGI application program has a 
parent process and a child process. 

6. (original) T he system of claim 5, wherein the parent process includes: 

(a) means for receiving the credit inquiry in encrypted HTML format over the 
Internet from the client terminal; 

(b) means for decrypting the encrypted credit inquiry; 

(c) means for converting the decrypted credit inquiry into a fonnat acceptable 
by the credit bureau; 

(d) means for passing the converted credit inquiry to the child process; 

(e) means for receiving the credit bureau response from the child process, the 
credit bureau response having been transmitted to the child process from 
the credit bureau and being in the fbmfiat acceptable to the credit bureau; 

(f) means for converting the credit bureau response to HTML fonnat; 

(g) means for encrypting the HTML credit bureau response; and 

(h) means for transmitting the encrypted HTML credit bureau response to the 
client terminal over the Intemet. 

7. (original) T he system of claim 6, wherein the means for encrypting and the 
means for decrypting are provided by the CPU, the CPU supporting 128-bit 
secure socket layer (SSL) encryption capability. 
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8. forialnan T he system of claim 7, wherein the child process includes: 

(a) means for receiving the credit inquiry from the parent process, the credit 
inquiry being in the format acceptable to the credit bureau; 

(b) means for sending the converted credit inquiry to the credit bureau over 
the dedicated line; 

(c) means for receiving the credit bureau response over the dedicated line, 
the credit bureau response having been generated by the credit bureau in 
response to the credit inquiry and being in the format acceptable to the 
credit bureau; and 

(d) means for passing the credit bureau response to the parent process. 

9. (oriainah T he system of claim 1 , wherein the CPU further includes means for 
isolating the client from the credit bureau such that the client cannot directly 
connect to the credit bureau. 

10. (cancelQ^l) 

1 1 . fcurrentiv amended) T he system of claim 10, wherein the client terminal 
includes: 

(a) means for entering the credit report in HTML format; 

(b) means for encrypting the credit report; and 

(c) means for transmitting the encrypted credit report to the CPU over the 
Internet. 

12. (oriainan T he system of claim 1 1 . wherein the means for entering the credit 
report includes displaying electronic credit report forms in HTML format in the 
web browser of the client terminal, the fomns being provided by the CPU. 
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1 3. (oriQinal) T he system of daim 1 1 , wherein the means for encrypting and the 
means for decrypting are provided by the web browser, the web browser 
supporting 128-bit secure sockets layer (SSL) encryption capability. 

14. fcurrentlv amendedl T he system of claim 1©, wherein the CPU Includes: 

(a) means for receiving the credit report in encrypted HTML format over the 
Internet from the client terminal; 

(b) means for decrypting the encrypted credit report; 

(c) means for converting the decrypted credit report into a format acceptable 
by the credit bureau; 

(d) means for storing the credit report for approximately 30 days; and 

(e) means fbr downloading the stored credit report to a tape medium, the tape 
then being fonvarded to the credit bureau. 

15. (original) T he system of claim 14. wherein the means for decrypting is provided 
by the CPU, the CPU supporting 128-bit secure socket layer (SSL) encryption 
capability. 

16. (original)T he system of claim 10, wherein the CPU further includes means for 
isolating the client from the credit bureau such that the client cannot directly 
connect to the credit bureau. 

17. (currently amended) A method for transmitting a credit inquiry and a credit 
bureau response between a client and a credit bureau or for providing a credit 
report from a client to a credit bureau , the method comprising: 

performing at least one of a first and second series of steps wherein said 
first series of steps comprises: 

(a) providing a client terminal having a web browser, the client terminal 
being operated by the client, 

(b) entering the credit inquiry in ths web browser in HTML format; 

Page 6 of 11 

PAGE 7/12^ R(a(D ATm54:07:56 PM [Eastern Dayi^^^ 



04/05/2005 03:33 9045516111 



ASHKAN NAJAFI 



PAGE 08 



Appl. No. 09/420,885 
Amdt. Dated 04/06/05 
Reply to Office Action of 02/05/05 

(c) providing a first communications link for connecting the client teoninal 
to the CPU, the first communications link comprising the Internet; 

(d) providing a service provider; 

(e) providing a central processing unit (CPU) functioning as a web 
server and being operated by the service provider, the CPU having 
and executing a common gateway Interface (CGI) application 
program for directing the operations of the CPU and controlling the 
formatting and transmitting of the credit inquiry and the credit 
bureau response between the client terminal and the credit bureau; 

(f) transmitting the credit inquiry from the client tenninal to the CPU 
across the Internet; 

(g) receiving the credit inquiry by the CPU; 

(h) converting the credit Inquiry, by the CPU. from HTML fomiat to a 
required credit bureau format; 

(i) providing a second communications link, the second 
communications link comprising a dedicated line; 

(I) transmitting the credit inquiry from the CPU to the credit bureau, the 
credit bureau receiving the credit inquiry and generating the credit 
bureau response in accordance with the credit inquiry, the credit 
bureau response being in the required credit bureau format; 

(k) transmitting the credit bureau response to the CPU over the 
dedicated line; 

(I) receiving the credit bureau response by the CPU; 

(m) converting the credit bureau response, by the CPU, from the credit 
bureau fonnat to HTML format; 

(n) transmitting the credit bureau response in HTML format from the 
CPU to the client terminal; 

(o) receiving the credit bureau response in the client terminal; and 

(p) displaying the credit bureau response in the web browser of the 
client tenninal in HTML format; 
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whereby the format of the credit bureau response is converted and 
displayed to the client in HTML fonmat. providing credit infomnatlon to the client in 
a fomnat that is more easily read and understood than the fomiat provided by the 
credit bureau; 

whereby the client is able to send credit infomiation about a client 
customer electronically to the service provider, the service provider then 
forwarding the credit infonmation to the credit bureau, providing the ability for the 
client to generate an on-line credit report for submission to the credit bureau; 

wherein said second series of steps comorises: 

(a) providing a client tenninal having a web browser, the client temnlnal 

being operated bv the client: 
fb^ entering the credit report in the web browser in HTML format: 
(c) providing a first communications link for connecting the client 

terminal to the CPU, the first communications link comprising the 

Intemet: 

(d^ providing a service provider: 

(e^ providing a central processing unit fCPU) functioning as a web 

server and being operated bv the service provider, the CPU having 
and executing a common gateway interface (CG\) application 
program for directing the operations of the CPU and fonvarding the 
credit report to the credit bureau: 

If) transmitting the credit report from the client terminal to the CPU 
across the Intemet: 

(g) receiving the credit report bv the CPU: 

ihl converting the credit report, bv the CPU, from HTML format to a 

reguired credit bureau format: 

ID storing the credit report for aooroximatelv 30 davs in the CPU: 

(\) downloading the stored credit report to a tape medium: and 
(k) fonvarding the tape to the credit bureau: 
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whereby the sending and receiving of credit information is entirely 
automatic, enabling the client to receive responses to credit inquiries in a quick 
and efficient manner: 

whereby the client is able to enter the credit report in the web browser of 
the client terminal in HTML fomnat. rather than using the format required by the 
credit bureau, providing easier and better understandable entry of the credit 

jnfprmfltton^ 

1 8. (originah T he method of claim 1 7, wherein the step of entering the credit inquiry 
In the web browser comprises displaying electronic credit inquiry fomis in HTML 
format in the web browser, the fbmis being provided by the CPU. 

1 9. (orkiinah T he method of claim 1 7, further comprising the steps of: 

(a) encrypting the credit inquiry before transmitting the credit inquiry from the 
client tenDinal to the CPU; 

(b) decrypting the credit inquiry by the CPU before converting the credit 
inquiry from HTML format to the required credit bureau format; 

(c) encrypting the credit bureau response before transmitting the credit 
bureau response from the CPU to the client terminal; and 

(d) decrypting the credit bureau response before displaying the credit bureau 
response in the web browser of the client terminal. 

20. foriainan T he method of claim 1 9, wherein the steps of encrypting and 
decrypting comprise providing the web browser of the client terminal and the 
CPU with 128-bit secure sockets layer (SSL) encryption capability. 

21. (original) T he method of claim 19, further comprising dividing the CGI application 
program into a parent process and a child process. 

22. (original) T he method of daim 21 , wherein: 
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(a) the steps of receiving the credit inquiry by the CPU, decrypting the credit 
inquiry by the CPU, converting the credit inquiry to the required credit 
bureau format, converting the credit bureau response to HTML format, 
encrypting the credit bureau response, and transmitting the credit bureau 
response to the client terminal are performed by the parent process; and 

(b) the steps of transmitting the credit inquiry to the credit bureau and 
receiving the credit bureau response in the CPU are performed by the 
child process. 

23. (canceled) 

24. (currently amended) T he method of claim 173^. wherein the step of entering the 
credit report in the web browser comprises displaying electronic credit report 
fornis in HTML fomiat in the web browser, the fomis being provided by the CPU. 

25. (cun^ntlv amended) The method of claim 1733. further comprising the steps of: 

(a) encrypting the credit report before transmitting the credit report from the 
client terminal to the CPU; and 

(b) decrypting the credit report before converting the credit report from HTML 
fonnat to the required credit bureau format; 

26. (original) T he method of claim 25, wherein the steps of encrypting and decrypting 
comprise providing the web browser of the client terminal and the CPU with 128- 
bit secure sockets layer (SSL) encryption capability. 
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